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                                         “DEBAGGING”  IV BAGS
I have been recently asked about the unwrapping of intravenous fluids from their overwrap pouch and the affect that that has on the intravenous solution. Baxter has responded that the purpose of the overwrap pouch is to retard moisture evaporation.  Continuing, they state that water vapor transmission through plastic is a well-recognized phenomenon. Water can transpire through the vinyl container and condense resulting in water droplets between the overwrap and the container.    It is interesting to note that when we use premixed solutions, that the water that transpires from the solutions will result in a corresponding increase in the concentration of any drug in solution.  This is generally clinically insignificant.

Once removed from the overwrap, Baxter Healthcare Corporation recommends that solutions be stored at room temperature for no more than the following periods:
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              50 ml. or less= 15 days

                                 100 ml. or greater= 30 days

I know of none of our ambulatory surgical centers who remove the overwrap for extended periods prior to use.  However, this information may be helpful in recognizing the recommendations established by Baxter.

 SUGGESTION: CONTROLLED DRUG SAFE COUNT DOCUMENTATION  FOR 2004                              

As we begin 2004, it’s time to organize some of our annual documentation tools.  Most of our sites have established a form to document the recommended monthly validation of the safe storage of controlled drugs.  While some sites work from a smaller quantity which is directly drawn from the PACU stock (and thus validate daily) , most use a safe to supply the PACU and/or Operating or Procedure Rooms.   Many of you already have fine forms to accommodate this but if you wish, page 3 of this newsletter brings forth a form for your consideration.  If you have any questions...please call!
             HAPPY THANKSGIVING



To all of you, my very best for a wonderful Thanksgiving. One of my many “thanks “ is sharing the professional and personal relationships I enjoy with all of you.  It’s not a job.!! 
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 UPDATE

“CAPSULES”  FROM THIS WEEK’S NEWS
MONDAY:
WELCOME TO MY NEWEST CENTERS

Eastern Connecticut Endoscopy Center

Norwich, CT.

FRIDAY
BYE BYE MIVACRON

Drug Name: Mivacron (mivacurium chloride) injection 
Company Information: Abbott Laboratories 
Related information: Alternative products that can be used in place of Mivacron continue to be available. Please call Abbott at 1-800-633-9110 for additional information.
Removed from market…unavailability of raw materials
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In The last month we have had no less than 8 reviews by accrediting or licensing agencies.  The national patient safety goals continue to be a focus in general as well as medication safety in specific. Here are specific “Points of Focus”

If you are JCAHO……..”RECONCILIATION” IS AN EXPECTATION.   Continue to focus on the process and forms, per our latest visit, on the best way to meet this requirement

Any Accreditation:  MANAGEMENT OF HIGH ALERT MEDICATIONS……this quarter I am sharing a policy with all of you that addresses this expectation.  If I’ve seen you, you have it. If I will see you in the next few weeks, you will have it. You can see the list of these medications at www.ismp.org (The Institute for Safe Medication Practices)

More…….

If you are AAAHC: Propofol Policy.   We will share at my next meeting with you.  Basically, the expectation is enunciating in policy who in your facility is credentialed to administer agents that do not have reversals (i.e. Propofol), and, the procedures if deeper than intended anesthesia is reached. 

Any Accreditation: Verbal order reduced to writing and REPEATED BACK.   Immediate reduction to writing intraprocedure and then repeated back has not been required. But repeating back is expected in all scenarios

Any Accreditation: If there is a change in leadership/ownership, renew/update  contracts with consultants (such as me) 

And one more….CONNECTICUT FACILITIES FOR SURE AND…. OTHERS PROBABLY 
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(TRANSLATION…DON’T SHOOT THE MESSENGER)

Temperature documentation of medication refrigerators, food refrigerators and……

blanket warmers
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On our next visit we will be suggesting ease of compliance with forms such as the ones that follow.  Two variations.
MORE>>>>>>

  CONSOLIDATED TEMPERATURE VALIDATION FORM:  YOUR FACILITY
	DATE
	MEDS REFRIGERATOR
	FOOD REFRIGERATOR
	OR REFRIGERATOR
	BLANKET WARMER

	
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	                         O

	
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	                         O

	
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	                         O

	
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
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	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	                         O

	
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	                         O

	
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	                         O

	
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	                         O

	
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
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	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	                         O

	
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	                         O

	
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
	34   35    36   37   38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48
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